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TL Note: 1558-1570 


HE’S GOING 

WHAA! TO RUIN THE 
HES CROP WE'VE 
COMING... SOWN WITH 


ALL OUR 





IT’S ONLY ONE OR TWO 
FARMERS. AHAHA. IT’S LIKE 
CUTTING SOME HORSERADISH... 
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JUST 
WHAT HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
DOING? 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING? 
HAVEN'T YOU 
COLLECTED THE 
TRIBUTES YET? 



















AH,., W-WELL.., 
THE HARVEST HAS 
BEEN POOR THIS YEAR; 
ANP THE FARMERS ARE 
SUFFERING MANY 
HARDSHIPS. 


MA 


IMBECILE! ¥OL/ CANT 
EXPECT TO COLLECT THE 
TRIBUTES BY GETTING 
SENTIMENTAL! 


CAN TAKE . 
HOSTAGES.., YOU REALLY 
\ THINK THEY'LL DROP 
DEAD OVER A FEW 
SACKS OF RICE? 
THEY'LL SUBSIST 


ON MILLET AND 
GRASS. 
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LISTEN UP! WE’RE TAKING THESE 
TEN AS HOSTAGES. IF YOU DON’T 
DELIVER THE RICE TRIBUTES 
WITHIN TEN DAYS, WE'LL PUT 
THEM TO THE SWORD, 
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TEN DAYS! 


PONT YOU 
FORGET! 





‘ay 


ee My ; vt 


i poy 





: a) IS 








‘CILLA ) 


<S. Ke f 


HUHUHUHU.., 
THEY'LL PAY. 


JUST WAIT TWO 
OR THREE MORE 
DAYS... 
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HUHUHU.., 
607 HOW DID 
THE FARMERS 

REACT? 
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THEY HAVEN'T 
BROUGHT US 
ANYTHING YET. 


OF course, the farmers were doing everything they 
could to conceal away rice on which to survive. 
Tf they yielded it to the Lord, they would have 

nothing to eat until the next harvest... 
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Batis 


TWO DAys! 
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WE WON'T MAKE 

IT THROUGH THE 
mad), 
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The boy was 
the sal to 
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Va 50 too 
a the next 

evening... 


dogs would come 

to Feast on the 
afi caerhe 

yet they turned 
a blind eye... 
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The next day, 
the farmers’ rice 
was swiftly 
collected. 
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AHAHAHA! 
DID YOU SEE 
THEM SCURRY? 
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But the tyranny 
of the Feudal lord, 
Iyonokami Nobuhira, 
extended well beyond 
that... 





IT WON'T 
TAKE MUCH 
LONGER, 


RIGHT? 





ARE YOU 
DOING?! 
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PLEASE FORGIVE ME! 
THE ONE? IVE PONE NOTHING 
WRONG... 





aR 


THEN BE OBEDIENT. 
WHEN I'M FINISHED 
H YOU I'LL LET 

YOU GO BACK TO 
YOUR HUSBAND. 


"VE HEARD. 
THAT YOU'RE 
PREGNANT... 
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ELC EEN 


HOW 
DARE YOu 
QUESTION 

ME! 
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WHY? WHY 
HAVE YOU PONE 


THIS TO BF! 








RUN! RUN FOR 
YOUR LIVES! 





DAMN! 
CURSE THEIR 
SOULS TO 





It was not long before the 
lack of Food and the lord’s 
cruelty drove the farmers 
to their Final hope... 
rebellion! 








Then, the leaders 
from each village 
gathered to discuss 
how to proceed... 





. ) 


VA 


ek” iy 
WW WSS Ss Vix 
WS \y 


enfor tunately 
ney were swiftly 
iscovered... 


Without its 

leaders, the 
revolt was 
chaotic... 


Paid 























But even 
afterwards, 
all those 
who dared 

stand u 
against the 


Lord were 
treated 
without 





NEVER FORGIVE 
THAT BASTARD! 
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T’LL MAKE 
HIM PAY! 
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BEHINP YOu. 




















WHAT THE 


HELL IS THIS 


PLACE? AND... 
WHO ARE YOU? 
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60, WHAT DO 


YOU THINK? 
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I BEG YOU, MAKE 
ME ONE OF YOUR 
DISCIPLES. 





MHM, I FIGURED 

THERE WAS A REASON 

BEHIND THAT WOUND 
ON YOUR BACK, 
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YOu WALK! 
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was the 
beginning 


of that 


man’s 
training. 
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1S SPROUTING, 
LEAP OVER IT. 





But the hemp 
grew quickly... 


In the blink 
of an eye, the 
plant stood 
one, then two 
shaku* tall. 





TL Note: a shaku equals 30,3 cm/1 foot. 


His bare 
ability had to 
grow alongside 
the hemp... 


































UUUH.., 
I'LL MAKE 
YOU PAY... 










THAT 
ACCURSED 


HE 
CERTAINLY NOBUHIRA! 


WORKS HARP, 


More time 
_ passed... 





HAS HE 
IMPROVED? 


MATSUZO, YOU HAVE 
DONE WELL. THE FIRST 
STAGES IN YOUR TRAINING 
ARE NOW COMPLETE. 








GO KIHEISI, TRY IT! 






ONLY NOW CAN YOu 
SEE THE MEANING OF 
WHAT YOU'VE LEARNED, 


OBSERVE 
HIM CLOSELY. 





























Now 
YOU SHALL 
ATTEMPT IT. 


FOLLOW KIHEIII'S 
EXAMPLE, THE! 


























IT SEEMS THE 
SECRET MARTIAL 
ARTS ARE TOO 
MUCH FOR YOU 
TO MASTER. 


I THINK 
HIS LEG IS 
BROKEN. 


ZI KNOW I 

CAN COMPLETE EACH MAN 
THE TRAINING! HAS DIFFERENT 
I BEG YOU! GIFTS. WITHOUT 
THAT BASIS; NO 

EFFORT WILL 

ALLOW HIM TO 
TRANSCEND HIS 

NATURE. 


MATSUZO, YOU LACK THE 
NECESSARY TALENT. IT’S 
BETTER IF YOU GIVE UP, 
BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE. 





THIS TRAITOR 
HAS BEEN PUNISHED 
ACCORDING TO OUR 

LAws. 


I CALL HIM THAT, 

SINCE HE FAILED 

TO COMPLETE HIS 
ASSIGNED MISSION. 


YES, THIS IS THE FATE OF 
THOSE INCAPABLE OF MASTERING 
THE ARTS. SUCH IS THE LAW 
THAT BINDS ALL NINJA. 


HE MAY BE 
INJURED, BUT 
FAILING TO PARRY 
AN ENEMY'S BLOW 
IS UNFORGIVABLE. 





THERE |S 
NO NEED TO 
KILL HIM. 


WE'VE 
ALREADY 
COME FIVE 
LEAGUES, 





NATURE 
WILL TAKE 
ITS COURSE. 


E TE! 
INSTRUCTIONS WERE 
TO LEAVE HIM. 
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IT WOULD BE 
A MIRACLE IF 
HE SURVIVES. 
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DAMNIT! T’LL 
MAKE YOU PAY! 


TAE! I WILL 
AVENGE YOU... 


BUT YOU MUST 
TAKE CARE, THIS 


YOU'RE LUCKY, I 


DIDN'T THINK YOU 
ARH LYNMES WOULD MAKE IT. 
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ESPECIALLY 
THIS YEAR. THERE 
ARE FEWER AKAME 
THAN USUAL, AND 

THE LYNXES ARE 
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dust as it is A pilates to teach a monkey to swim, or a dog to climb trees, so too 
the farmer Matsuzou lacked the ability to learn the secret arts of the ninja. 
Exiled From the training grounds, he survived only at the cost of an eye and a leg. 
How can this talentless man, now crippled too, survive to exact his revenge? 


TL Note: The name Akame means “red eyes”. Shirato will choose it as the name of his company, 
the Akame Production. 


“AKAME PART ONE”, June 1961. 
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PART TWO 





HUHUHUHU. 
DON’T WORRY, 
WE'LL DO JUST 
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TL Note: Minodori (lit. straw raincoa’ 
consi: disobedient peas: 
an on fire. 


t_ dance) was 
ting on dressing ants in 
id then setting them 


straw over 
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WE'LL MAKE 
YOU PAY... 
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60 I GIVE YOU THE 
CHANCE TO TAKE REVENGE, 
YET YOU TURN AWAY IN FEAR? 
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In the meantime, — 
the violence and despotism 
of the Feudal Lord Nobuhira 
Iyonokami continued... 





No demand, no matter 
how just, was tolerated, 
nor was any opposition... 





DAMN YOu, 
NOBUHIRA.., 


THEN IKKAKU, 
IS EVERYTHING 
GOING WELL? 


TO MAKE THE FARMERS 
AND THEN CRUSH OBEY, WE MUST FIRST 
THEM LIKE THE PATHETIC MAKE THEM BOwW.., 
VERMIN THEY ARE! 


We 
CESS 





Wim z & 


ON THE SAME 


PAGE THEN. 
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HE KNEW HE 


WOULD BE FEWER 
MOUTHS TO 
FEED. 
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END OF SOMEONE 
WHO FARMED THE 
FIELDS HIS WHOLE 


PARTICULARLY 
HARSH THIS 
YEAR. 


SURPRISING... 
WINTER |S 





SOMETHING BAD 
WILL HAPPEN, 
I’M SURE OF IT. 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
FARMERS ARE COMING TO 
ASK FOR SOME FUSEMAI". 


THE HARVEST'S BEEN POOR THIS 
AUTUMN; AND MORE AND MORE 
PEOPLE ARE KILLING THEMSELVES, 
AFRAID THAT THEY WON’T 
SURVIVE THE WINTER. 


BUT IF WE DON’T DO SOMETHING, 
THEY MIGHT REVOLT FROM HUNGER... 
WHICH WOULD LEAVE US IN A 
DIFFICULT POSITION. 


TL Note: Charity rice given at buddhist temples. 





DIP 
YOU HEAR, 
IKKAKU? 


AC=TDy | 
tek >| ARTS 
LL ACEO SES 


I WONDER WHETHER 
IT'S BETTER TO SWEEP 
THE BAD LEAVES? 
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W..,WHAT'S 
HAPPENING!? 
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WOMAN! GET 


BACK HERE! 


HEE HEE 
HEE HEE 
HEE HEE... 
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AHAHAHA 
AHAHAHA! 











MY DAUGHTER 
WAS INNOCENT... 


THIS... 


WE CAN’T 
GO ON LIKE 
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A \ a SEY 


THEY'RE STAGING A REVOLT! 
FARMERS FROM A HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
VILLAGES ARE UNITING AGAINST NOBUHIRA! 


"LL GO TOO! WITH THEM 
“LL AVENGE MY FATHER. 







































































MAINTAIN YOUR 
COMPOSURE. BE 
PATIENT ANP WAIT. 
































































































































The Forest 
of Yasume. 





PS. 


BUT PERH, 4 
UNITE 
DRED 


PERHAI 
WE COULD 
EH 


IF WE FAIL, 
THERE WON'T 
BE ANOTHER 

REVOLT. 


ITS OBVIOUS THAT 
WE STAND NO CHANCE 
AGAINST THE SAMURAI 

ON OUR OWN. 


THIS IS OUR LAST STAND. 
IT’S EITHER US OR THEM. 





AHAHAHAS 
GWE UP! 


THAT PROVOKING 
YOU BY KILLING HA HA HA HA HA! 
YOUR WOMEN WAS YOU UTTER FOOLS! 
EFFECTIVE. YOU JUST LIKE EVERY 
ALLY Al OTHER TIME, A BAIT 
WAS ENOUGH TO 
LURE YOU OUT! 
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LISTEN CAREFULLY, 
yOU WILL SEND THESE 
WRETCHED MEN TO THE 
NEXT LIFE... WITH YOUR 

VERY OWN HANDS! 
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NOW, YOUR RELATIVES 
ARE BURIED IN THE GROUND 
BENEATH YOUR FEET. 
SHOWS YOUR COMPASSION! 
OH, I'D RATHER 
DIE THAN DOING 
SOMETHING LIKE 

THIS. 


Nae 


Wee. 
Vins 
ANY 


STEP DOWN AS HARD AS YOU 
CAN... EVEN LETTING THEM DIE 
A SINGLE MOMENT SOONER 


“Ve, 


ee 


LIKE THIS! 


US Do IT! 





60, WHO WANTS 


TO 
ANYONE oN THE SPOT! 









ie Dap! 


YES! STOMP AS HARD AS 
YOU CAN! IF YOU TAKE TOO 
MUCH TIME YOU'LL JUST 
PROLONG THEIR SUFFERING. 
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FATHER, 
FORGIVE ME! 


NEVER FORGET! YOU 
KILLED YOUR RELATIVES 
WITH YOUR OWN HANDS! 


AHAHAHAHAHAH! 

DO YOU HEAR? THAT'S THE SOUND OF 
THEIR SKULLS CRACKING! JUST SO YOU 
REMEMBER; IT WAS YOU WHO KILLED 
THEM WITH your OWN HANDS. 


AHAHAHA! 





Japanese troops used these same methods in China during the Second World War. 
The more one group is oppressed, the more it commits atrocities against another. 
This happens even to this day! Perhaps it’s due to the sad history behind us. 





WE DID 
NOTHING TO B...BUT WHY 
DESERVE MUST WE SUFFER 
THIS... SUCH THINGS? 


NAMU AMIDA-Bu. 
NAMU AMIPA-Bu.., 


ITE A CURSE. 
HOW TERRIGLE... 





IT'S THE r AND HOW 
CURSE OF THE i Ne oNe DO WE GET 
VENERABLE : CURSED? 


THERE! JUST MAKE 
ONE OF THEM GO 
THROUGH THIS... 


WHY2 
WHAT'S WRONG 
IF WE HUNT A 
RABBIT? 


HOW TERRIBLE! 
KILLING AND EATING 
THE VENERABLE AKAME, 
INNOCENT CREATURES 
THAT DO NO HARM. 





IT'S TERRIBLE: 
NAMU AMIDA-BU. 
NAMU AMIDA-Bu. 


THIS WHOLE LAND... 
B IE EARTH AND 
SKY IS FILLED WITH 


THEIR CURSE. 


WE GOT NOTHING. 
IF WE CAN’T EAT EVEN 
THESE RABBITS, WHAT 

DO WE HAVE LEFT? 


OH, IT MUST BE A CURSE! 
CERTAINLY WHAT THAT MONK 
SAID MUST BE THE TRUTH. 


MOTHER, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU SAYING? 


THEN WHY ARE WE 
SUFFERING SO MUCH? 
WE WORK THE WHOLE 
DAY; WE BO NOTHING 

WRONG. 








Sure enough, the main 
source of sustenance in 
this region was seafood 

and the numerous rabbits. 

There would be nobody 
except infants who had 

not partaken of them. 


VENERABLE 
AKAME... HUMPH. ., 
POOR MOTHER, 
SHE HAS GONE 
CRAZY. 


at 
yemie 2 bs 


= 


HUMPH.., 
VENERABLE 
AKAME MY ASS! 
THIS IS CRAZY! 





ii, VENERABLE 
AKANE... FORGIVE MY 


.) 
4) \\ 
“el A) 


THIS RABBIT TODAY, 
BUT IT'S NOT DEAD. 


OH, 
THE CURSE... 
VENERABLE 
AKAME.., 
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y next 
, he was 
dead. 


BUT WHY 


WERE WE BORN 
AS FARMERS? 


The vert 
mornin 
Foun 


THE CURSE OF THEN IT 
THE VENERABLE REALLY |S EVEN You, 
AKAME... A CURSE... . 
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Tome’s death was most kein jor 

chance. But still, it inspired belief 

in the curse amongst the farmers. 

Or perhaps this was just the plot 
of a certain someone... 


PLEASE, FORGIVE 
MY SINS. I WASN'T 
AWARE, ANP SO I 
ENVED UP KILLING 
THE VENERABLE 
AKAME.., 
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DON'T MISUNDERSTAND... aR . 
EVEN IF YOU STOP DOING IT, . 
THE CURSE WILL REMAIN AS I BEG YOU... 
LONG AS OTHERS CONTINUE 

MURDERING THE AKAME. 


ALL THOSE ; Z WHAT CAN I 


WHO DIE BENEATH ALL THOSE 
THE AUSPICE WHO LIVE WILL 
OF A CURSE WILL SOME DAY PASS 
SUFFER FOR ALL AWAY, ANP YET, 
ETERNITY WITHIN THEY WILL PASS 
THE FLAMES - ON INTO THE 
OF HELL, q AFTERLIFE. 


DO THEN? 





SUT THEN, WHAT CAN 
I 20? P..,PLEASE; 
TELL ME; SAVE ME... 
I BEG YON, 


PRAY. AND ASK FOR 
AND SIN SINS COMMITTED BY YOU 

2 i i 
oes By NO MORE... AND BY OTHERS. 





YOUR 
HUMBLE 
SERVANT. 
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wows TWAT THe AeAME, (F OTHERS 
‘on guegne | | PPI MBE CONE IT We Wie 
ANP OTHERS! THE CUREE. 


+ UNTIL THE CURSE IS LIFTED, 
OTHERWISE WE WILL SUFFER THE 
FLAMES OF HELL FOR ALL ETERNITY. 
THAT'S WHAT HE TOLD ME! 





UNTIL THE CURSE IS 
DISPELLED WE MUST 
PRAY, PRAY, PRAY 
ALL THE TIME. 


ITS OBVIOUS THAT ALL 
OF THE SINS COMMITTED BY 
OUR PARENTS AND ALL OF 
THE PREVIOUS GENERATIONS 

ARE THE SOURCE OF THE 

CURSE AFFECTING THIS 

WHOLE REGION. 


LET'S 
EI IG 
WE MUST RESPECT THE AKAME’S UNTIL We MANE 
FAMILY... KEEP PRAYING EVERY DISPELLED THIS 
DAY AND ASK FORGIVENESS CURSE, EVEN 
FOR OUR BAD KARMA.., IF WE MUST 


ENDURE A LIFE 
OF SUFFERING... 
AT LEAST WE 
WILL DIE AT 
PEACE... 





PRAY AFTER ME; 
A HUMELE MONK. 
NAML HANNYAN, 
KOWA NENMYON 
MLUUPARA PIYAA, 


| d 
AY 





Akameism spread rapidly through the villages. Many might consider it absurd 
that s0 many could believe in such a religion, but in truth it’s not s0 hard to 
believe. I myself am an atheist who has never believed in any God or Buddha, 
but I understand the mindset of those who approach religion as they mature 
and take their places in the adult world, realising their limits and trying to keep 
pace with a society that marches swiftly onwards. It’s like a drowning man 
clutching at a straw... 30 too do those facing hardships rely on religion, to allow 
them to press onwards in their lives. Even in our age there are people believing 
in Buddhism, Christianity, or any one of the new religions. Keeping in mind how 
easily these spiritualists can manipulate their followers, it is surely no surprise 
that people from that age, living in the most squalid of conditions, would turn to 
a philosophy like Akameism to seek happiness in the next life. And, just as in the 
past, those who create and spread these new religions have intentions that 
differ From those who Follow them... 





OH, IT’S THE 
VENERABLE 
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E ARE 
GRATEFUL, 
VENERABLE 

AKAME.., 





























And $0 the more Akameism spread, 
the greater the population of the 
rabbits grew under its protection. 
The animals are most shrewd, and 
once they realised they would not 
be harmed, they entered all the 
villages without fear. 


...for the 
rabbits, of 
course. 











50 rabbits 
grew in huge 
numbers... 


conditions were 
favorable For their 
proliferation... 

















The proliferative capacity of the rabbits outgrew the appetites of the predators who 
fed on them, so they continued to reproduce. At this rate there must have been 
millions, and a single bush without a rabbit inside couldn't be found in any Field or 
forest. Even in Seton's Wild Animals it is mentioned how rapidly rabbits reproduce... 
Anyways, they reproduce many times a year, with the pregnant delivering bunnies 
within thirty days. They usually deliver five or six bunnies, who themselves 
generate more when reaching maturity. Therefore, even from a single mating pair, the 
increases in population can be substantial. Having myself had the opportunity to look 
after rabbits when I was young, I can confirm this. 
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A/T PLEASE! 





I SAVED THE 
VENERABLE 
AKAME.., 


HE MUST 
BE CRAZY, 
SACRIFICING 
HIS LIFE FOR 
A RABBIT! 


HE SAVED 
THE VENERA- 
BLE AKAME. 





AHAHAHA! 
A GOOD HUNT, 
ISN'T IT? 


OH! HAVE 


YOU SEEN 
7-THOSEF 





ASK FORGIVENESS 
OF THE VENERABLE 
AKAME FOR THE SINS 
PERPETRATED BY THE 


FEUDAL LORD... 





I'M TOLD THERE'S A 
POPULAR MYSTIC WHO 
TALKS ABOUT SOME 
VENERABLE AKAME OR 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT... 
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IKKAKU! 
WHAT'S YOUR 
OPINION? 


THEY SAID 
THEY WILL 
DO ANYTHING 
WE ASK IN 
EXCHANGE. 


UHM... 
THIS EXPLAINS 
WHAT HAPPENED 


HE SAYS THAT BY 
TREATING THE RABBITS 
WITH CARE ANP PRAYING 
CONSTANTLY; ONE CAN 
HAVE A PEACEFUL 


MY LORD, A GROUP 
OF TEN FARMERS WHO 
CLAIM THE BODIES OF 

THE RABBITS HAVE 

JUST ARRIVED... 





ALL RIGHT THEN, 
YOUR LORDSHIP! PUT THEM INTO FORCED 
I'LL SEE WHAT LABOUR. THEY'LL BREAK 
I CAN FIND OUT. STONES UNTIL THEY DIE. 
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It seemed that there would 
be no problems this year and that 
the harvest should be normal. 
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IS ALL MAYBE WE WILL GO 
THANKS TO THROUGH THIS YEAR 
THE AKAME. WITHOUT SUFFERING. 
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NORMALLY, 
THEY SHOULDN'T 
BE SO DILIGENT... 





It’s no wonder that Ikkaku 
doesn’t understand why the 
farmers believe in the Akame. That 
is because he is not one of them. 
Rather, he is the very one that 
placed them in this situation! As a 
general rule, those who harm others 
do not understand the extent of 
the pain that they inflict. 


ny SR es 
LG hel 








HUHUHU.., 
A CURSE! 
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HOW 
SACRILE- 
GIOUS! 




















ITS GOING TO 
BE ANOTHER 
HARP WINTER! 
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WE OUGHT 
TO KNOW BETTER 
THE EXTENT OF 
OUR SINS. 


In a blink of 
an eye, all the rice 
was devoured. 


PSs 
ZS 


SPawe 


Dex a 
ee 


WHY ARE you 
COMPLAINING? THIS IS 
PROOF THAT THE CURSE 
IS STILL ON US. 
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The corpses of all of those who 
died of starvation were scattered 
on the roads, and in no time there 

were more and more that chose 

to commit suicide... 








LET US CONTINUE TO PRAY 
AND ASK FOR FORGIVENESS. 
ONLY IN THIS WAY CAN WE 
DIE AT PEACE! 


It didn’t take 
too much for the 
consequences of the 
oor harvest caused 
y the grasshoppers 
to manifest... 
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As expected, spies of 
the Feudal Lord infiltrated 
the groups of those who 
worshipped the Akame... 





HMMM. NORMALLY, A FAMINE 
LIKE THIS SHOULD GIVE RISE 
TO A PROTEST OR A REVOLT... 


| 4 


..but they found 
nothing out of the 
ordinary, and more 

importantly... 
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* BUT THERE’VE 
Med isla alles BEEN NO INCIDENTS... 


ABSORBED BY 
THE AKAME.., 
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AND MORE 
IMPORTANTLY; HE 
DID US A FAVOR 
WITHOUT ASKING 
FOR ANYTHING IN 

RETURN... 


IT DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE 
HE'S ON THEIR 
SIDE TO ME. 


AHAHAHA! THIS 
AKAMEISM REALLY 
IS A BRILLIANT 
INVENTION! 


IN ANY 
CASE, THEY 
WILL STARVE 





THEN 
THAT BUDDHIST 
MONK |S JUST 

A NORMAL 


THEY WON’T 
REVOLT AGAIN; 
RISKING THEIR 

LIVES... 





At the 
same time, 
without 
the Lord 
knowing, 
something 
terrible was 
happening to 
the farmers. 





According to the law of nature, 
as the population of an animal 
grows, $0 too does that of its 
predators. It is by feeding and 
being fed upon that the natural 
equilibrium anna ming 
beings is maintained, For if the 
numbers of prey decrease, so 
too do those of its predators. 
This is called the food chain. 


























The increase in rabbit 
numbers saw a rise in the 
number of predators such 
as wolves, Foxes, raccoons 

and badgers... 


...but the population of 
lynxes gee most of all, 
since they Fed mostly 
on rabbits. 





However, the number of 
rabbits still vastly exceeded 
that of their predators, 
especially the lynxes. 


terrible series 
of events was 
in progress... 
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As was to be expected, 
the rabbits were beginning 
to run out of food as 
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their numbers grew. 
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People without Food will 
eat anything they can get 
their hands on, even things 
they ought not to eat... as 
a consequence, illness began 

to affect the rabbits too. 





And in this case, it was not a single illness. 
Rather, a series of infectious diseases that could 
wipe out the entire population in a Few weeks. 
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YES, AT THIS POINT, WHAT'S 
THE VENERABLE AKAME THE CURRENT 
ARE EVERYWHERE. SITUATION? 





UHUHUHUHU.., 
HEITA, WE ARE 
GETTING CLOSE! 


HUHUHU, 
DIP_You 


And that moment arrived soon. 


The epidemic was spreading fast, 
wiping out millions of rabbits... 





In no time at all, 
there were no rabbits 
to be found. 








A similar case is described in Seton’s Wild Animals, 
wherein it is stated that the number of rabbits in 
the valley of the Mackenzie River in the province 
of Alberta grew exponentially. Peaking during 
1903-1404, an epidemic occurred, and all the 
animals had been exterminated by 1907. 










This was a considerable blow 
to Akameism... but even more 
terrible were the consequences 
for the species of predators, 
which had grown in numbers 
alongside the rabbits. 








In particular the lynxes 
who always stalked rabbits, 
knew everything about their 
Favoured prey, and shared a 
common appetite, had grown in 
numbers a 4b them. Now, 


without a single rabbit to hunt, 
they could only die of starvation 
in the woods... 


But the problem is 
the process by which 
these predators 
starve to death. 
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THOSE ARE 
HUHUHUHU.., 
THIS WAY THOSE LYNXES.», 
LYNXES WILL KNOW 
THE TASTE OF 
HUMAN BEINGS... 


Tt would not 
take long before RUE 
the consequences 

manifested... 
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The farmers that 
went outside to 
work in the fields 
were the first to 
be attacked. 


Since many had died from the famine 
that year, the lynxes had often had 
the chance to taste human flesh. 


It was not long until the 
Princess of the Feudal Lord 
was attacked while enjoying 

the colours of autumn on 

the mountainside. 























Fortunately she survived 
the attack, but knowing 
that she was attacked by 
a ferocious beast was a 
considerable shock. 
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SENP OL/T 
A SQUAD OF 
AHUNTERS! 


But the squad returned empty-handed, havin: 
marched the whole day across mountains an 
valleys without Finding a single trace of a lynx. 


You 
‘ INCOMPETENTS! 

HAM: “AN lag y> HOW COUP 
THEY WERE LIKELY 4 YOU RETURN... 


TOO SCARED OF THOSE 
DANGEROUS ANIMALS. 
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MY LORD, 

I'M GOING 
TO AVENGE 
THE NOBLE 
PRINCESS! 


FOR TEN OR 
TWELVE OF THOSE 
CATS, I'M MORE 
THAN ENOUGH, 





UHM! HERE 
THEY ARE... 





GYOOW! 





IKKAKU HASN'T 
RETURNED YET?! 


ie Bes 
NO. IN ADDITION, THE 
THAT TISAI FARMERS COME ASKING 
us TO EXTERMINATE 
THE LYNXES.., 


The Following day, 
Tkkaku’s corpse was 
Found, with its innards 
ripped out and spread 
everywhere. 





A second 
hunting party 
was prepare 

right away. 
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But they too 
never returned. 
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The third 
squad that 
was sent 
afterwards... 


WHAT? ALL 
KILLEDF! 








In truth, the warriors, along with Ikkaku 
himself, were anything but weak, but had no 
idea of what was going m faeaika them. ie 

H increase in the lynx population was 0 grea’ 
Another hunting as to be unfathomable to them. Furthermore, 
squad intervened! these were animals not accustomed to hunt- 
ing in groups. The very fact that they had 
formed into packs showed how starving 
they must have been. 





But yet again, 
they failed. 
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WHAT DO WE DO? 
THE SOLDIERS ARE 
CARED AND ARE 
SHOWING SIGNS OF 
HESITATION. 


BUT THERE ARE SO 
MANY OF THEM... IF WE 
LOSE MORE SQUADS.., 





THEY ARE 
THE FARMERS THAT 
BEGGED US TO SLAY 
THE LYNXES. 
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WE'LL USE THEM. 
THEY ARE MANY, 
ANP THEY KNOW 
THE LAND BETTER 
THAN US. 
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on DAMN eee WE wen i 
1 WE'LL MAKE THEM DO IT! 
Z BUT THOSE 
UNDERSTOOD? COWARDS... 





ASEY DAY 







In reality, there were 
Many losses among 
the Farmers, with a 

dozen cases of entire 

families killed by 
the beasts. 






MORE THAN 
ONE HUNDRED OF 
US WERE KILLED. 
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UNDERSTAND 
BUT IT'S ABSURD! YOU ARE Tile! i Wik BE 
WE AREN'T CAPABLE 1 
JUST COMMON fi f 
FARMERS, WHAT OF DOING THAT: THOSE BEASTS! 
COULD WE DO? 
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foil Bali 
FOLLOW ITF! EN : OF THE LORD! 


THEREFORE, 
BE MOE/LISE:! 
FOR SOME 
LYNXES! 


UNPERSTOODF 
YOU HAVE ONE 
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WE'LL PROVIDE 
RIFLES AND SPEARS 
TO EACH VILLAGE.., 
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WE BROUGHT IDIOTS! 

THE WEAPONS. THIS IS NO 
TIME TO 
PRAY... 


COME AND TAKE 
THEM, FOLLOW 
YOUR TURN! 





FIRST OF ALL YOU 
PUT GUNPOWDER INSIDE, 
THEN THE BULLET! 
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THE CLNPOWDER > WELL THEN LIGHT 
INSIDE EXPLODES, PULL THE TRIGGER, : THE FUSE. 
SHOOTING THE THE FIRING ROPE WILL us 
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EXTRA- 
ORDINARY! 


1 
LIKE THIS. 
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LOOK, 
THE GUNPOWDER 
COMES BEFORE... 





IN 
POSITION... 
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ICIOTS, 
oe THIS WAY... 


MM THERE! 


AEY! WHAT 
ARE YOU 
POINGF! 
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NOW [76 TIME 70 
REVOLT AGAINST THE 
FEUDAL LORE.» 





4676 APVANCE AND CONQUER WEVE GoT 
THE CUE ARE WH en RIFLES AND SPEARS, 
Gig ps AWE THE LoRD 16 BUSY 
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176 TIME 7O FIGHT! 

THE VENERABLE AKAME WILL 
HELP 8! ANP EVEN IF WE CIE 
FIGHTING, AT LEAST WELL 
HAVE A PEACEFUL CEATH! 


(OSE WHO : WELL UNLEASH 

Ale Dace WILL 5 THE HATE WEVE FELT 
BURN IN HELL. FOR GENERATIONS. (TS. 
FINALLY TIME TO FIGHT! 





At First... the farmers were clueless, hence why the | 
samurai Fell For it. Yet as they clasped their rifles, their 
heritage, Forged over centuries, surged unbidden to the 
surface, And in that moment, each of those triggers 
was pressed at once. 


Heita’s call to arms spread from village to 
village like a tsunami. More than a hundred 
thousand farmers from a hundred villages 
rose up in anger, with the thousands of 
rifles and spears meant For hunting 
the lynxes as their weapons... 





MuMY LORD! 
Mi MY LORDPS 
THE FARMERS! 





Now all of the weapons, 
and most importantly the 
powerful rifles, were in the 

hands of the farmers. 
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ulfed in 
he entire 
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flames, and tl 
the Field of battle... 
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WE FINALLY 
LPEFEATEDP 








HOW CAN I LET 
YOU ESCAPE?! EVEN 
IF YOU FORGOT ME, 

’ I SURE DIDN'T! 


FORGIVE I'VE WAITED FOR THIRTY YEARS 
ME/ FT... OW FOR THIS DAY! THE DAY I WOULD 
NOTHING. +. AVENGE TAE, WHO WAS KILLED 

BY NONE OTHER THAN YOU! 
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MY WIFE; 
AN INNOCENT, WAS 
KILLED FOR MERE 
SPORT... 


FOR MES 
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I AVENGED 
MY FATHER! 












eae Mat 


ay * 
a S| eat 


HEE HEE HEE! 
TAE, YOU'LL 
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AKAME. THE VENERABLE 
AKANE ARE FLYING. 
HA HA HA HA,., 


WHAT 
THE HELL /S 
HAPPENING 

70 HIM?! 
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Amidst the sad history of Japanese results, on occasion there is one that stands out 
among the others. For example, in the year 1669 (the ninth year of the Kanbun Era), 
thousands of farmers from the Tsvyama fiefdom, unable to pay the onerous taxes, 
fled on the excuse of a pilgrimage to the sanctuaries of Ise. In the year 1704 (the 
fourth Heat of the Horeki Era), more than two hundred thousand inhabitants from two 


hundred villages of the Arima territory, well organised with a well-prepared plan, 
obtained eighteen rifles and sixty thousand spears from the fiefdom under the 
pretense of a wild boar hunt, obtaining in this way a spoil of 170000 koku in military 
provisions. It's unnecessary to point out that the Buddhist Monk from this story is 
actually the farmer Matsuzo, whose wife Tae was murdered by Lord Nobuhira. Having 
obtained his revenge, thanks to an ingenious use of the natural laws and his religion 
Akameism, this weak-legged man with neither strength nor riches represents another 
example of these curious revolts... 


“AKAME PART TWO”, December 1961. 
THE END 


